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The Effect of Using Caricatures on Improving Creative
Writing Skills

Raed Khodair, Yarmouk University, Jordan.
Ola Mraisat, Ministry of Education, Jordan.

Abstract: The present study aimed at investigating the effect
of using caricatures on improving creative writing skills
among female tenth basic grade students in Jordan. The study
followed a quasi-experimental research design where two
groups were allocated; one as experimental and another as
control. The sample of the study was selected conveniently
from two schools in Bani-Kananeh directorate of education.
The number of the participants in both groups was found as
(50) participants, distributed as two intact groups. One group
consisted of (25) students, as an experimental group, taught by
using caricatures, and a second group consisted of (25)
students, as a control group, taught by using conventional
method. In order to achieve the aim of the study, the
researchers developed a creative writing test and verified its
validity and reliability. The two groups were subjected to the
pre-post creative writing test. The results of the study revealed
a statistically significant effect by using caricatures on
improving creative writing skills collectively, and for each
skill of the five sub skills under study.

(Keywords: Caricatures, Creative Writing Skills, Tenth Basic
Grade)
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Conflict Management Strategies for School Teachers in
Al-Mafraq Directorate and its Relationship to
Communication Efficiency

Ahmad Mahasneh, Hashemite University, Jordan.
Omar Al-Adamat, Ministry of Education, Jordan.

Abstract: The present study aimed to investigate the
relationship between conflict management strategies and
teachers' communication efficiency, the degree of using
conflict management strategies and the level of
communication efficiency among teachers, and to define
whether there are statistically significant differences in
conflict management strategies and communication efficiency
due to variables of gender, scientific qualification and years of
experience. The study used conflict management strategies
scale and communication efficiency scale. The sample
consisted of (488) teachers. The results of the study showed
that the most strategies used were integrating strategy,
followed by avoidant strategy, compromising strategy,
obliging strategy, and dominating strategy, while the level of
communication efficiency was medium. The results also
showed statistically significant differences in the use of
integrating strategy, avoiding strategy and compromising
strategy attributed to teacher gender, in favor of male teachers,
and statistically significant differences in the use of integrating
strategy and avoiding strategy attributed to scientific
qualification, in favor of teachers who have a bachelors
degree, and statistically significant differences in the use of
avoiding strategy attributed to years of experience, in favor of
teachers who have more than (10) years of experience. The
results of study also showed a positive correlation between
(integrating strategy, avoiding strategy and compromising
strategy) and communication efficiency, but a negative
correlation between (obliging strategy, dominating strategy),
and communication efficiency.

(Keywords: Conflict Management Strategies, Communication
Efficiency, Teachers)
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Nomophobia Among Yarmouk University Students

Fawwaz Momani, Yarmouk University. Jordan.
Sherin Okour, Yarmouk University, Jordan.

Abstract: The purpose of this research is to analyze the
prevalence of Nomophobia among Yarmouk University
students regarding various factors. The Nomophobia Scale
(NMP-Q), which was used in this study, was developed by
Yildirim (2014), and was adapted into Arabic by the authors.
The sample of the study consisted of (1425) students.
According to the results of this study, mean scores obtained
from the scale demonstrated that the ratio of nomophobia
among university students was (15.37%). Besides, female
students have higher nomophobia levels compared to male
students in terms of gender variable. The results also revealed
a positive significant difference between nomophobia levels of
university students in terms of the duration of mobile phone
ownership variable. A significant difference was found
between nomophabia levels of university students in terms of
the joint variables (duration of mobile phone ownership and
gender). Furthermore, according to results of the analysis, a
positive significant difference could not be found between
nomophabia level of university students in terms of students
living location, college, education level, and the nature of the
housing.

(Keywords: Nomophobia, Smart Phones, University
Students)
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The Relationship Between the Differential Distractors
Functioning and the Differential Item Functioning in a DIE DDF
Multiple-Choice Mathematics Test (1540)

Yousef Al Sawalmeh, Yarmouk University, Jordan. (26)

Jehad Al Ajlouni, Ministry of Education, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at examining the relationship
between the differential distractors functioning (DDF) and the
differential item functioning (DIF) in a multiple-choice
mathematics test. The data for the study consisted of the 8) . (MH-LOR)
responses of (1540) fifth grade students to (26) multiple (15)
choice test items, each with four alternatives measuring basic DIF
mathematical skills. Because there was a statistically

significant difference in performance on the test due to both,

the sex of the student and the location of the school, DDFS

software has been used to examine the DDF and DIF in terms

of the two variables, through applying the Mantel- Hanzel

odds ratio MH-LOR method. The results of the differential : )
item and distractor functioning analysis showed that there are (DIF DDF

(8) DIF items and (15) DDF distractors in the test in terms of

gender or location. With regard to the relationship between

DIF and DDF, the results showed a positive relationship

between them. It is expected that the item will more likely

have DIF with increased probability of containing DDF

distractors.
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Metacognitive Skills as Predictors of Academic Adjustment
Among First Year Students at King Saud University

El-sayed Boraik, King Saud University, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract: The current study aimed at identifying the level of
the metacognitive skills and the academic adjustment of the
first year students at King Saud University, in addition to the
role of the metacognitive skills as the predictor of academic
adaptation. The study sample consisted of (200) students;
(104) students from the scientific colleges track, and (96)
students from the humanities colleges. The scale of
metacognitive skills and the academic adjustment scale
(preparation / researcher) were applied. The study concluded
that: there are no statistically significant differences between
the means of the metacognitive skills and academic
adjustment of students in the first year of King Saud
University according to the variable of specialization
(scientific — humanities). Also, there is a positive statistically
significant correlation between the metacognitive skills and
the academic adjustment of the first year students at King
Saud University. Moreover, there is a linear relationship
between the metacognitive skills and academic adjustment,
and the metacognitive skills explain (22%) of the variance in
the academic adjustment of the first year of King Saud
University students.

(Keywords: Metacognitive ~ Skills,  Academic
Adjustment)
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Emotional Intelligence and its Relation to Mindfulness
Among Yarmouk University Students

Faisal Al-Rabee, Yarmouk University, Jordan.

Abstract: The study aimed to reveal the relationship between
emotional intelligence and mindfulness among Yarmouk
University students. The study sample consisted of (420)
students: (165) male and (255) female. The study used
mindfulness scale developed by Zubaidi (2012), and
emotional intelligence scale developed by Alrabee (2007). The
results of the study revealed an average level of mindfulness
but a high level of emotional intelligence of the study sample.
The study also revealed significant differences in the level of
mindfulness due to gender, in favor of males, and in
mindfulness level due to academic level between the second
year and fourth year students, in favor of the second-year
students, while the study did not reveal significant differences
in the level of mindfulness attributed to the variables of
specialization and level of achievement. The results of the
study also showed statistically significant differences in the
level of emotional intelligence due to achievement level
among the intermediate and low achievers, in favor of those
with intermediate achievement. The study did not reveal
significant differences in the level of emotional intelligence
due to the variables: gender, specialization, and study level.
The study also showed a statistically significant correlation
between mindfulness and emotional intelligence.

(Keywords: Mindfulness, Emotional Intelligence, Yarmouk
University)
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The Effect of Item Characteristics and Persons Ability
Levels on the Assumption of Local Independence in Item
Response Theory

Zaid Bani Ata, Yarmouk University, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at investigating the effect of item
characteristics and persons, ability level on item local
independence. To achieve the aim of the study, responses of
(1000) persons were generated on (100) items and were
analyzed using the two-parameter logistic model to find the
parameters of the items and the ability of persons. Four forms
of tests were formed according to the level of difficulty and
discrimination of the item, and persons were divided into three
levels of ability. The results of the study showed that the
percentage of item pairs that violate the assumption of local
independence was the highest in the case of the first form
(high difficult, high discriminate) at the high ability and the
lowest at low ability level. The results also indicated that the
percentage of item pairs that violate the assumption of local
independence increased by increasing the ability level in the
first form, whereas it decreased in the fourth form (low
difficult, low discriminate). In general, the results showed the
item characteristics and the persons ability level influenced the
assumption of local independence. The discrimination of the
item had a greater role in influencing it than the difficulty of
the item by testing the significance of statistical differences
between the percentages of item pairs to the assumption of
local independence according to the persons ability level and
the test form.

(Keywords: Local Independence, Two-Parameter Logistic
Model, Qz, Ability, Item Characteristics)
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The Effect of Weblog Use on Improving Summary Writing
Skill

Almazah Khataibeh, Ministry of Education, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at investigating the effect of
expository weblog on improving summery writing skill for
first secondary grade female students’ in Hakama secondary
school in Irbid, Jordan. The researcher prepared a weblog with
educational content about the summary writing skill, to train
the members of the study on the summary writing skill. She
also prepared a list that includes skills (function indicators)
relating to summary writing. The researcher developed a test
to measure the performance of the students in summary
writing skill. The test consisted of (6) paragraphs from the
contents of the books for students of the First Secondary
Grade, except for the book of the Arabic language intended for
training through weblog. The researcher also developed a
criterion for the evaluation of performance in the test. The
study sample consisted of (82) female Students, who are
divided into two classes, for the academic year (2017/2018)
and the school was chosen upon convenience. The quasi-
experimental approach was adopted through two groups: The
experimental group consisted of (42) students who studied the
reading texts in Weblog manner, and the second was a control
group consisting of (40) students who studied the texts as
usual. The two groups were chosen randomly, and the study
took (8) weeks. The results show a statistically significant
differences between the averages of the performance of
members of the study sample in each skill of the summary
writing skills in favor of the experimental group.

(Keywords: Weblog, Summary Writing Skill, First Secondary
Grade)
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