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The Level of Practicing Transformational Decision
M aking Process by Secondary School Principalsin
Amman Governorate and its Relation to the Level of
their Motivation TowardsWork
Kamal Dawani and Abbas Al-Shar efy, Faculty of Educational
Sciences, Middle East University, Amman, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at finding out the level of practicing
transformational decision-making process by secondary school
principals in Amman governorate and its relation to the level of
their motivation towards work. The sample consisted of (100) male
and female secondary school principals. They were randomly
drawn by using proportional stratified random sample from the
population of the study. Two instruments were used: the first was
“Decision-making Self-Assessment Questionnaire”, and the
second was “Principals Motivation  towards  work
Questionnaire” . The findings of the study showed that the level of
practicing transformational decision-making process by secondary
school principals was medium (Mean: 2.97, Sd.: 1.07). the level of
principals motivation towards work was high, (Mean: 4.01, sd:
0.67). Finally, there was a significant positive relationship at (a <
0.001) between the level of practicing transformational decision
making process by the principals and their level of motivation
towards work. The value of the correlation coefficient was (0.98).
Recommendations of the study : Organizing seminars for
secondary school principals, pertaining to transformational
decision-making in particular and to the theory of
transformational leadership in general, conducting similar studies
in Jordanian public and private universities, in light of age,
gender, experience, and academic qualifications variables should
be exposed to the concept of motivation and its relation to work
quality and to their morale. (Keywords: Transformational
decision-making, Motivation for work, Secondary school
principalsin Jordan).
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Vocabulary L earning Strategies Used by L earners of
Arabic asa Foreign Language in the University of Islamic
Sciencesin Malaysia and their Beliefs about Vocabulary
Learning

Abdullah Alhashemi, Faculty of Education, Sultan Qaboos
University, Oman.

Mahmoud Ali: Faculty of Major languages, University of |slamic
Sciences, Malaysia

Abstract: This study investigates the vocabulary learning strategies of
undergraduate Malaysian learners of Arabic as a foreign language
(AFL) in terms of frequency of use and beliefs. A total of 67 first year
learners of Arabic in the University of Islamic Sciences responded to
a questionnaire composed of two main themes— strategies (45 items)
and beliefs (20 items). The findings revealed that Malaysian AFL
learners use vocabulary learning strategies at approximately the same
level of frequency. However, it was found that dictionary related
strategies were used more frequently in contrast to other strategies,
namely, note taking, memorization, and guessing, which was the least
usually used strategy. Furthermore, Malaysian AFL learners
generally agree on the importance of using different approaches in
manipulating and learning Arabic vocabulary. (Keywords: Academic
Arabic as a foreign language, Arabic vocabulary learning strategies,
vocabulary learning strategies, learners' beliefs).
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The Difference Between Teachers Perception of
Their Self-Efficacy Level in Developing Creativity of
Studentsand Students' Perception of It
Aesheh Tawalbeh, Faculty of Educational Sciences, Hashemite
University, Jordan.

Abstract: The study aimed at investigating the difference between
the teachers' perception about their teaching self-efficacy in
developing their students' creativity, and their students perception
of it. A questionnaire was developed, containing 48 items to assess
the activities used by teachers to develop creativity. Content-
validity and retest reliability were insured. A sample of teachers:
48 males, 34 females; and their 9" and 10" grade students: 89
males and 91 females answered the questionnaire from Zarga
schools. Independent t-test was used. Results showed that
teachers' self-efficacy mean in developing their students’ creativity
is(130.37), but their students’ mean is (116.71) , both of themare
moderate , and the difference between their perception about
developing creativity, and their students' perception was in favor
of teachers. Results also showed a significant difference between
male teachers and male students, but it was not the same between
female teachers and their female students. Some recommendations
were suggested. (Keywords: difference, perception, creativity, self-
efficacy).
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Academic Procrastination: Prevalence and Causes
from the Point of View of Undergraduate Students

Muawia Abu Ghazal, Faculty of Education, Yarmouk University,
Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at investigating the prevalence of
academic procrastination and it's cause from the point of view of the
undergraduate students, and whether these differed according to
students' gender, academic level, or specialization. The sample
consisted of (751) undergraduate students (222 male, 529 female),
from all faculties of Yarmouk University. The results showed that
21.6% of participants exhibitede a high level of procrastination,
60.3% participants exhibited an average level, and 18.1% of them
exhibited a low level. Sgnificant differences were found due to
academic level; procrastination level among fourth year was higher
than all other years, but no significant differences were found due to
students' gender, or specialization. The result also showed that the
causes are order in this: fear of failure, instructor style, aversive task,
risk taking, resisting discipline control, and classmate pressure. The
results also revealed that levels of resisting discipline, risk taking,
classmate pressure were higher among male than female students. But
the level of fear of failure was higher among female than male
students. Finally, significant differences were found in the field of fear
of failure, classmate pressure, and instructor style due to different
academic levels. (Keywords: Academic procrastination, Causes of
procrastination, Prevalence of procrastination, Undergraduate
students).
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The Effect of Different Ability Distribution on Item
Parameters and Test Information Function

Zaid Bani Ata and Nedal Al Shraifin, Faculty of Education,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at verifying the effect of the ability ()
distribution on item parameters and Test Information Function (TIF).
To achieve the aim of the study, four ability distributions' were
generated according to three parameter logistic model using
WINGEN program on 60 dichotomous items. The responses of the
examinees were analyzed by BILOG— MG 3 programs for each ability
distributions according to the three parameter logistic model. The
results of the repeated measurement ANOVA revealed that there were
statistical  significant differences between difficulty means and
discrimination means of the scaled items from ability distribution. In
spite of the variance of item parameters, the results revealed that the
correlation between the scaled items with different ability were
statistically significant as indicators of item parameters stability
among different distributions of ability. The results also revealed that
the Test Information Function varied with the variance of the ability
distribution, but they all gave the highest values of the items function
within the range of ability (0.5-0.63), where the measurement’s
standard errors were the least . (Keywords: Simulation, Ability
Distribution, Three- Parameter Logistic Model, Item Parameter, Test
Information Function (TIF)).
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Characteristics of an Effective Arabic Language
Teacher: A compar ative Study

Raed Khodair, Mohammed Al-Khawaldeh, Naser Magableh:,
Faculty of Education, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.
Mohammed Bni Yaseen, Faculty of Education, Ajloun University
College, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract: This study aimed at identifying the characteristics of an
effective Arabic language teacher as perceived by Arabic language
teachers and high school students in Jordan, and whether there
would be statistical significant differences in their evaluations of these
characteristics. To achieve the aims of the study, an effective Arabic
language teachers characteristics questionnaire was developed. The
questionnaire consisted of (65) likert-type items distributed on four
domains: Language mastery & knowledge, instructional  skills,
communication & socio-affective skills, and personal characteristics.
The sample of the study consisted of (121) Arabic language teachers,
and (437) high school students. The participants were selected using
stratified random sampling method from the schools of 3 Irbid
district directorate of education in the 2" semester in 2010 / 2011.
The results of the study revealed that participants of the study highly
evaluated all the listed characteristics of effective Arabic language
teachers, and there were statistical significant differences between
teachers’, and students, evaluations of the instructional skills,
language mastery & knowledge domains, the instrument as a whole
in  favor of the teachers, and on personal characteristics and
communication & socio-affective domains in favor of the students.
(Keywords: Effective Teacher, Effective Arabic Language Teacher,
High School Students).
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